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Chapter 1
MR. SHERLOCK HOLMES

Mr. Sherlock Holmes, who was usually very late in the
mornings, save upon those not infrequent occasions when he was
up all night, was seated at the breakfast table. I stood upon the
hearth-rug and picked up the stick which our visitor had left
behind him the night before. It was a fine, thick piece of wood,
bulbous-headed, of the sort which is known as a “Penang lawyer”
Just under the head was a broad silver band nearly an inch across.
“To James Mortimer, M. R. C. S., from his friends of the C. C. H.,
was engraved upon it, with the date “1884. It was just such a stick
as the old-fashioned family practitioner used to carry — dignified,
solid, and reassuring.

“Well, Watson, what do you make of it?”

Holmes was sitting with his back to me, and I had given him
no sign of my occupation.

“How did you know what I was doing? I believe you have eyes
in the back of your head”

“I have, at least, a well-polished, silver-plated coffee-pot in
front of me,” said he. “But, tell me, Watson, what do you make of
our visitor’s stick? Since we have been so unfortunate as to miss
him and have no notion of his errand, this accidental souvenir
becomes of importance. Let me hear you reconstruct the man by
an examination of it

“I think,” said I, following as far as I could the methods of my
companion, “that Dr. Mortimer is a successful, elderly medical
man, well-esteemed since those who know him give him this
mark of their appreciation.”

“Good!” said Holmes. “Excellent!”
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Pospmin I
ITAH IIEPJIOK TOJIMC

aH lepnox Tonmc cupiB 3a cTonoM i cHifaB. 3asBuyait
BiH MififIMaBCs JOCTATHBO ITi3HO, SKIO He OpaTy [0 yBaru THUX
YaCTUX BUIAJKIB, KOJU JIOMY 11 30BCIM He JOBOAWIOCS JIATATU.
S crosiB Ha KkunMMMKy 6ins KaMmiHa i BepTiB y pykax LiIOK, 3a0y-
TUII HallMM Y4OpalIHiM BifiBiflyBadeM, XOpOUIy TOBCTY ITaJINIIIO
3 PYKiB'SIM — 3 TUX, SIKi Ha3MBAIOTh «BarOMUM [OKa3oM». Tpo-
X1 HIDKYe i pyKiB’am 6yrmo BpisaHe cpibHe KO/EYKO IMPUHOIO
6nuspko proiiMa. Ha HboMy 6yi1o Bukap6oBano: «[IxeriMcy Mopri-
Mmepy, 4. K. X. O,, Big 11oro gpysis no YKJI» i gaTa: «Tmcsa4a Bicim-
COT BiciMpiecAT 4OTHpM». Y CTapi Yacy 3 TAKMMU LjilKaMy — COJTifi-
HVIMY, BaXKVIM, HA[JiTHMMI — XOAVUIVM ITOBaKHi JOMalIHi TiKapi.

— Ortxe, BatcoHne, 1110 BI [yMa€eTe PO HbOTO?

TonMc cnpiB ciMHOMO 10 MEHE, 11 51 TaflaB, 110 MOI MaHIITy ALl
3JINIIAIOTHCSA 11 HBOTO HEIIOMiYeHUMI.

— 3BigkM B 3Haere, WO A po6I0? MoXKHa MOAyMary, 1o
y Bac odi Ha moTuani;!

— Yoro HeMa, TOTO HeMa, 3aTe eper COO0I0 Maro HaYNIIeHN
;o 6mucKy cpibHWIT KaBHUK, — Bignosis BiH. — Hi, cpaspi, Bar-
COHe, L]0 BI CKa)KeTe IO LIIMOK HALIOro BifBigyBada? Mu 3 BamMn
IIPOTaBM/IN JIOTO i He 3HAEMO, HaBill[O MPUXOAUB. A AKIIO BXKe HAM
TaK He IIOLIACTIUIO, JOBEMIeThCS 3BEPHYTU 0COO/INBY yBary Ha Iieit
BUIIAJKOBUI cyBeHip. OOcTexXTe IMaaniio Ta CIpolyliTe BiATBO-
puUTH 110 Hiit 06pa3s ii BIacHMKa, a 5 Bac MOCIyXalo.

— MeHi 3ga€eTbcs, — I0YaB 51, HAMaralo4dych y Mipy CBOIX CUJI
HaCJlilyBaTy METOJ, MOTO IpUATENA, — Lei nikap Moprimep —
YCIIIHNI MEVK CEPENHIX POKiB, O TOTO K yCiMa IIaHOBAHWI,
OCKIi/IbKM Ipy3i HATOPOIPKYIOTH J1OT0 TAKMMM 3HAKaMM YBariu.

— CnymHo! — ckasaB lonmc. — Yynoso!
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“I think also that the probability is in favour of his being a
country practitioner who does a great deal of his visiting on foot”

“Why so?”

“Because this stick, though originally a very handsome one
has been so knocked about that I can hardly imagine a town
practitioner carrying it. The thick-iron ferrule is worn down, so
it is evident that he has done a great amount of walking with it”

“Perfectly sound!” said Holmes.

“And then again, there is the ‘friends of the C. C. H. I should
guess that to be the Something Hunt, the local hunt to whose
members he has possibly given some surgical assistance, and
which has made him a small presentation in return”

“Really, Watson, you excel yourself,” said Holmes, pushing
back his chair and lighting a cigarette. “I am bound to say that in
all the accounts which you have been so good as to give of my
own small achievements you have habitually underrated your
own abilities. It may be that you are not yourself luminous, but
you are a conductor of light. Some people without possessing
genius have a remarkable power of stimulating it. I confess, my
dear fellow, that I am very much in your debt.”

He had never said as much before, and I must admit that his
words gave me keen pleasure, for I had often been piqued by his
indifference to my admiration and to the attempts which I had
made to give publicity to his methods. I was proud, too, to think
that I had so far mastered his system as to apply it in a way which
earned his approval.

He now took the stick from my hands and examined it for a
few minutes with his naked eyes. Then with an expression of
interest he laid down his cigarette, and carrying the cane to the
window, he looked over it again with a convex lens.

“Interesting, though elementary,” said he as he returned to
his favourite corner of the settee. “There are certainly one or
two indications upon the stick. It gives us the basis for several
deductions”

“Has anything escaped me?” I asked with some self-impor-
tance. “I trust that there is nothing of consequence which I have
overlooked?”



— KpiM uporo, 1 cxunpHuMit ;yMmaTi, 1o BiH CiIbCbKUII MiKap,
OTKe, JIOMY JOBOAUTLCSA IOJIATY 3HAYHI BifjCTaHI IiIIKIL.

— T yomy x?

— Tomy 110 itoro IiMOK, KOMUCH JOBOJIi HEIOTAaHNIt, TaK 36m1-
THIA, 11O 51 He YABIIAIO c00i 1I0ro B pyKax MiCbKOro Menuka. ToBcTuit
3a/1i3HNUIT HAKOHEYHNK 30BCiM cTepcs, MabyThb, fokTop Moprimep
IIPOJIIOB i3 HUM KYITy MUJIb.

— Jly>xe ope4yHa fymka, — noropuscA Hlepnoxk.

— 3HOoBY X Hanuc: «Big gpysis no YKJI». I BBaxkaro, mjo mite-
pu «KJI» 03HauaoTh K1y, HaitiMOBIpHillle MUCTMBCHKUIT, WIEHaM
SIKOTO BiH HaJlaBaB MeJMYHY JOIIOMOTY, 3a 1110 JIOMY i 3p00u Lieit
HEBENMVKNI JapyHOK.

— Barcone, Bu mepeBepumay camoro cebe! — sayBakus
TonMc, Bigkmngao4much Ha CIMHKY Kpic/Ia Ta HifIKypIOIOYM Ljurap-
Ky. — He MoXXy He BU3HaTH, 1O, OIMCYIOYM 3 BJIACTUBOIO BaM
N106’I3HICTIO MOI CKPOMHI 3aC/TyTH, BM 3a3BUYAll IPUMEHIIYETE
CBOI BJIaCHI MOXX/IMBOCTI. SIKIIO 71 Bifi BaC caMoro He HagXOIUTh
SICKpaBe CAABO, TO BU Y OY/b-sIKOMY BUIIA[KY € IIPOBIFHNKOM CBiT-
ya. Xi0a Majio TaKuX JIoferi, KOTPi, He MalO4YM BJIACHOTO TaJIaHTY,
BCe XX BOJIOJ[IFOTh HE3BMYATHO0 3[JaTHICTIO 3aMa/IF0BATU 10TO B iH-
mux! 5 Bam my>ke 3a0opryBas, ipy>Ke Miil.

A Bnepe nmouys Bif lllepnoka Take BUSHAHHA i MarO CKasaTu,
1[0 J10TO CI0Ba MPUHEC/IN MEeHi Bennye3He 3al0BOeHH, 60 Oait-
TY>KiCTh IIbOTO YOJIOBiKa IO MOTO 3aXOIUIEHHA HUM i 0 BCiX MOIX
Cripo6 omycaTy MeTORM JIoro poboTH He pa3 0OMeXyBajia MO€ ca-
Momo6cTBO. KpiM 11p0T0, 51 IUIIABCS THM, 1[0 MEHIi BANOCS He
TiZIbKM OIlaHyBaTu MeTof, [o/Mca, a i1 3acTocyBaTy J10ro Ha IpaK-
THUL Ta 3aC/TY>KUTU UM IIOXBaJIy MOTO TOBapuIIa.

[IepnoK y3sB LilIOK y MEHE 3 PYK i Ki/lbKa XBU/IMH PO3ITIAAB
1oro He036poeHMM okoM. IloTim, ABHO 3aI[iKaBUBIINUCH YMMOCh,
BiIK/IaB IMTapKy HabiK, MiAIIIOB O BiKHA i 3HOBY CTaB OI/IANATH
IIa/INLIIO, ajIe B)Ke Yepe3 361/IblyBabHe CKIIO.

— He 603Ha-1110, Ta BCe X 11iKaBO, — CKa3aB BiH, HOBEPTAIOYICH
Ha CBO€ y/mo0JieHe Miclie B KYTKY TayaHa. — [leBHa iHpopmanis
TYT, 6€3yMOBHO, €, BOHA i1 CTaHe OCHOBOIO JIA1 IesIKMX BYICHOBKIB.

— Hesxxe Bif MeHe IIIOCh BUC/IU3HYIO? — IIepeNNTaB 5 He 6e3
MOYYTTs caMOBOBO/IeHHA. — CIIofiiBalocs, A HiYOro cepito3HOTo
He OMMHYB?



“I am afraid, my dear Watson, that most of your conclusions
were erroneous. When I said that you stimulated me I meant, to
be frank, that in noting your fallacies I was occasionally guided
towards the truth. Not that you are entirely wrong in this
instance. The man is certainly a country practitioner. And he
walks a good deal”

“Then I was right”

“To that extent.”

“But that was all”

“No, no, my dear Watson, not all — by no means all. I would
suggest, for example, that a presentation to a doctor is more likely
to come from a hospital than from a hunt, and that when the
initials ‘C. C. are placed before that hospital the words ‘Charing
Cross’ very naturally suggest themselves.”

“You may be right”

“The probability lies in that direction. And if we take this asa
working hypothesis we have a fresh basis from which to start our
construction of this unknown visitor.”

“Well, then, supposing that ‘C. C. H. does stand for ‘Charing
Cross Hospital, what further inferences may we draw?”

“Do none suggest themselves? You know my methods. Apply
them!”

“I can only think of the obvious conclusion that the man has
practised in town before going to the country”

“I think that we might venture a little farther than this. Look
at it in this light. On what occasion would it be most probable that
such a presentation would be made? When would his friends
unite to give him a pledge of their good will? Obviously at the
moment when Dr. Mortimer withdrew from the service of the
hospital in order to start a practice for himself. We know there
has been a presentation. We believe there has been a change from
a town hospital to a country practice. Is it, then, stretching our
inference too far to say that the presentation was on the occasion
of the change?”

“It certainly seems probable.”
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— Ha xanp, mro6buit miit Batcone, 6inplia yacTiHa Ballnx BI-
CHOBKiB moMmakoBa. Komu A ckasas, 110 BU CITy>KNUTe A7 MeHe
XOPOLINM CTUMYJIOM, TO Iie, IIMPO KaXKydu, Tpeda 6yno posymiTu
TaK: BaIli XM iHOZ1 JOIOMAraroTh MEHI BUIITY HA TPaBUIbHMIT
HUIsiX. Ase 3apas BU He fyke mommsierecs. Leit 4onoBik, 6e3-
YMOBHO, IPAKTUKYE He B MiCTi, i IOMY JOBOAUTHCA 3iIICHIOBATI
BEJIMKI MPOTY/IAHKN IiIIKN.

— Orxe, A4 MaB patliio.

— Ilomo nporo — Tax.

— AJte X 11e Bce?

— Hi, ui, mro6uit Batcone, He Bce, manexko He Bce. Tak, Ha-
IIpUKJIaJ, s O cKasas, 0 TaKuJi IOfJapyHOK JIiKkap HailiMoBipHilIe
MO>Ke OTPMMATH BiJ| IKOICb JIiKapHi, a He Biil MUCIMBCBKOTO KIIY-
0y, a Konu 1nepep, nikapHero cTosATh nitepu «9K», HasBa «Hepinr-
KPOChKa» HAIIPOLIYETHCS caMa co6010.

— MoXX1BO, BI Ma€Te paljio.

— Bce HABOAUTD Ha caMe TaKe TIyMadeHHs. VI AKIo My mpn-
JiMeMO Miil 370raj 3a po604y riroresy, To y Hac 6yAyTb LOLATKOBI
IaHi /151 BIATBOPEHHS 0COOM HAIIOTO HEBITOMOTO BifBimyBaya.

— Tapasp. [Tpunycrumo, mo nitepu «4KJI» osHauarots «Ye-
PiHI-KpochKa sikapHs». SKi >k iHIIIi BUCHOBKM MO>XHa 3Bificy 3po-
outn?

— A BaM HiYOro He cllafia€e Ha rafiKy? By >k BuB4anm mii me-
tofi. CrpoOyiiTe i10ro 3aCTOCYBATH.

— BucHOBOK oueBMIHMIL: IEPUI HiXK MOIXaTU B CENIO, Iieil 90-
JIOBiK IIPaKTUKYBaB y JIOH/IOH].

— A 10, AKIO NOCYHYTHUCA Tpoxu fAani? Ilornanpre Ha ne
OCb TiJj AKMM KyTOM 30pYy: 3 fAKOI Haropu eit gapyHok? Komn
Jioro fpysi BBaXka/my 3a MOTpiOHe ITOfapyBaTH CIIBHO JIOMY Lieit
LinoK, aby IOKasaTy CBOE InaHyBaHHs? BoueBuab, TOAI, Komu
nokTop MopriMep 3BiIbHMBCA 3 MiKapHi, BUPILIMBIIN 3alIHATH-
sl IPUBATHOK MPAKTUKOK. VoMy 3po6umM TOfapyHOK, 1l Mu
3HaeMo. [Ipunycrimo, mo po6oty B niKapHi BiH 3MiHUB Ha Cib-
CbKY MpakTuKy. Yu 6yayTh Hallli BUCHOBKM 3aHAJTO CMIIMBYUMI,
AKILO CKasaTy, IO IOJAPYHOK OyB 3po06IeHNiT caMe depe3 10ro
3Bi/IbHEHHA?

— Take 1inKkoM MOXX/TUBE.



“Now, you will observe that he could not have been on the staff
of the hospital, since only a man well-established in a London
practice could hold such a position, and such a one would not drift
into the country. What was he, then? If he was in the hospital and
yet not on the staff he could only have been a house-surgeon or a
house-physician — little more than a senior student. And he left
five years ago — the date is on the stick. So your grave, middle-aged
family practitioner vanishes into thin air, my dear Watson, and
there emerges a young fellow under thirty, amiable, unambitious,
absent-minded, and the possessor of a favourite dog, which I should
describe roughly as being larger than a terrier and smaller than a
mastiff”

I laughed incredulously as Sherlock Holmes leaned back in
his settee and blew little wavering rings of smoke up to the
ceiling.

“As to the latter part, I have no means of checking you,” said
I, “but at least it is not difficult to find out a few particulars about
the man’s age and professional career”

From my small medical shelf I took down the Medical
Directory and turned up the name. There were several Mortimers,
but only one who could be our visitor. I read his record aloud.

“Mortimer, James, M. R. C. S., 1882, Grimpen, Dartmoor,
Devon. House-surgeon, from 1882 to 1884, at Charing Cross
Hospital. Winner of the Jackson prize for Comparative Pathology,
with essay entitled Ts Disease a Reversion?’ Corresponding member
of the Swedish Pathological Society. Author of ‘Some Freaks of
Atavism’ (Lancet 1882). ‘Do We Progress? ‘(Journal of Psychology,
March, 1883). Medical Officer for the parishes of Grimpen,
Thorsley, and High Barrow.”

“No mention of that local hunt, Watson,” said Holmes with a
mischievous smile, “but a country doctor, as you very astutely
observed. I think that I am fairly justified in my inferences. As to
the adjectives, I said, if I remember right, amiable, unambitious,
and absent-minded. It is my experience that it is only an amiable
man in this world who receives testimonials, only an unambitious
one who abandons a London career for the country, and only an
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— Tenep 3a3HauTe, 1110 BiH He Mir epeOyBaTH B IITATi KOHCY/Ib-
TaHTIB JTKapHi, 00 Iie J03BOIEHO Ti/IbKY JIiKapsIM i3 COMiIHOO JIOH-
TOHCHKOIO ITPAKTUKOI0, & TAKMIA JIIKap HABPSJ 4 [oixaB Ou 3 MicTa.
Toni kuM Bin 6yB? SIK11I0 IpallioBaB TaM, He OYAy4M IITATHIM KOH-
CYIIBTaHTOM, OT>Ke, IOMY IIpM3HaYaacs CKpOMHA poJib Kyparopa',
KOTPMUIl KMBe IPM JTiKapHi, TOOTO Tpoxy Oi/blila, HOK pO/b IIpaK-
TUKaHTa. | BiH 3BIIbHMBCS 3BIATH ITSATh POKIB TOMY — IJISIHBTE Ha
Hary Ha Hinky. TakuM 4nHOM, mo6uit BatcoHe, Balll COMigHMI MiTHIi
JOMAIIHIN JIiKap BUIIaPYBaBC:, a 3aMiCTb HbOTO IIEpefl HaMy BU-
pic BenmbMM CUMIIATHYHMIT YOTOBIK BiKOM O/IM3bKO TPUALSATH PO-
KiB, He MapHOC/IaBHMIA, HEYBa>KHUII, KOTPUI1 HDKHO JIIOOUTH CBOTO
cobaxy, AKuii lero OUIbIIMIL 3 Tep epa, ajle MEeHIINII 3a MacTuda.

A nepgoBipnuBo peroTHys, a lllepnok lonMc BigknHyBCA Ha
CIVHKY TaIlYaHa i BUITYCTHB y CTE/II0 MaJIeHbKi KOJIeuKa UMY, AKi
IJITABHO IIOXUTYBA/INUCA B MOBITPI.

— IIo cTocyeTbcst OCTAHHBOTO IMYHKTY, TO JIOTO HEPEATbHO
HepeBipuTH, — CKas3aBs f, — OJHAK IeBHY iHdopMaio mpo Bik
IIbOT'O YOJIOBiKa i JIOro Kap epy 3HaiTH MOXKHA.

S 3HAB 31 CBOET MajIeHbKOI KHIKKOBOI MOIMYKY MeIUIHUNI
TOBifHUK i 3HAIIOB OTPiOHe mpi3Buiie. Tam BUSABUIOCS Kib-
Ka Moprumepis, aze s Bifjpasy > BiflllyKaB HAIIOTO Bi/iBigyBada
i IpOYMTAB YroO/I0C BCe, 10 JIOTO CTOCYBANTOCH:

«Moprimep [xeiimc, i3 1882 poky 4ien KoponiBcbkoro Xi-
pypriutoro ToBapuctsa. IpimmeH, [laprmyp, rpadctBo [leBoHmmp.
3 1882-ro o 1884 pix — Kyparop Yepinr-kpocpkoi nikaphi. Haro-
pomxennit mpeMiero JI>keKcoHa 3 TOPiBHANIBHOI TATO/OTI 32 po6o-
Ty «41 BapTO BBaXKaTV HELYTM SABUILEM aTaBiCTYHOTO WTHOY?».
Ynen-kopecnongenT IIBefCbKOro maToNOrivyHOrO TOBAapPUCTBA.
ABTOp crarell «AHOMaJIbHi ABMILA aTaBi3MYy» («JTanueT», 1882),
«Yu mporpecyemo Mu?» («BicHuUK mcuxonorii», 6epesenn 1883).
Cinbebkuit nikap mapadiit Ipimmen, Topcerni ta Tait-Beppoy».

— I >kopgHOrO CI0Ba ITPO MUCIUBCHKUIL KITy0, Batcone, — 3 iy-
KaBOI0 ITOCMIILIKOI0 3ayBakuB lonMc, — 3aTe BiH cipaBpi cinb-
CbKMII iKap, AK BU JOPEYHO 3a3HAYM/IM. A MOI BUCHOBKM IIpa-
BubHi. IIJo >k cTocyerbca 03HaveHb, TO, AKILO He IOMM/IAIOCH,

' Kypamop — MONOAIINIT MEAVK, 110 HAI/IA/IaB 32 XBOPVMMMU B KITiHiLIi.
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