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Chapter 1
PETER BREAKS THROUGH

All children, except one, grow up. They soon know that
they will grow up, and the way Wendy knew was this. One day
when she was two years old she was playing in a garden, and she
plucked another flower and ran with it to her mother. I suppose
she must have looked rather delightful, for Mrs. Darling put her
hand to her heart and cried, “Oh, why can’t you remain like this
for ever!” This was all that passed between them on the sub-
ject, but henceforth Wendy knew that she must grow up. You
always know after you are two. Two is the beginning of the end.

Of course they lived at 14 [their house number on their
street], and until Wendy came her mother was the chief one. She
was a lovely lady, with a romantic mind and such a sweet mock-
ing mouth. Her romantic mind was like the tiny boxes, one with-
in the other, that come from the puzzling East, however many
you discover there is always one more; and her sweet mocking
mouth had one kiss on it that Wendy could never get, though
there is was, perfectly conspicuous in the right-hand corner.

The way Mr. Darling won her was this: the many gentlemen
who had been boys when she was a girl discovered simultane-
ously that they loved her, and they all ran to her house to pro-
pose to her except Mr. Darling, who took a cab and nipped in
first, and so he got her. He got all of her, except the innermost box
and the kiss. He never knew about the box, and in time he gave
up trying for the kiss. Wendy thought Napoleon could have got
it, but I can picture him trying, and then going off in a passion,
slamming the door.

Mr. Darling used to boast to Wendy that her mother not only
loved him but respected him. He was one of those deep ones who
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Po3pin 1
MITEP [NEH MOPYLIYE CITIOKIN

i fiTH, KpiM JiMlIe O4HOr0, paHO YU Mi3HO BUPOCTAIOTh.
Hackinbku mIBUAKO Iie CTA€ThCsl, BeHai 3'sicyBajia caMOTYKKH.
fAxocb, koM i 6yJ10 BCbOrO /iBa POUKH, BOHA 6aBUJIACS B CaJJOUKY.
3ipBasia o/{Hy KBIiTKY i m06irJia 3 Helo [0 MaMHu.

Ma6yTb, Bengi 1iei MuTi 6ysia e rapHeHbKa, 60 MaMa, MaHi
Jlap/iHr, noksasna ii pyKy Ha CBOE ceplie U aX 3alJjaKasa:

— [ YoMy TH He MoKell 3a/IMIIMTUCS TaKOK Ha3aBXKAu?

Tinbku U ycboro Tpanujocs Mk HUMH, ase BiaTenep Bengi
3HaJja, 1[0 MyCUTb BUPOCTU. BU npo Lie Ai3Ha€eTecH, K TiJIbKU BaM
BUIIOBHIOETHCSA /iBa POUYKU. /IBa — Ije 0YaTOK KiHI4.

Llis poauHa xuia B 6yauHky N2 14 (TakuM 6yB HOMep IXHbOI
oceJi Ha 1iK BysuIi), i moku He 3’siBusacs Benai, ii MaTu Gysa Hairo-
JIOBHI1IO10. BOHa OyJ1a CIPaBXKHbOIO JIE/{i, 3 POMAHTHYHUM CKJIaZl0M
PO3yMy i TAKHM MUJIMM [JTy3JIMBUM POTHKOM. [i poMaHTHYHHMIA XapaK-
Tep Hara/JlyBaB KpUXiTHI KOpOOGOUKH, OlHA B OJHIH, IKi NPUBO3ATh
i3 3aragikoBoro Cxo/ly, O/IHAK 4aCTO CTAETHCS, iX € HA OJ[HY Oisblile.
Ii conoaxwuit pPOT Mir AapyBaTH MOLIYHOK, AKOro BeHji 3aBxKaAu
nparsyJa, i #ioro 6yso f06pe MOMITHO B MPAaBOMY KYTOUKY Ty0.

XKurTteBuii msax naHi JapsiHr 6yB TakuM: 6araTo JKeHTJb-
MeHiB, fIKi 6yJIM X/IOMYMKAMH, KOJIU BOHA 6yJ1a AiBYNHKOI0, BUSBUIN
0/JHOYACHO, 1110 BOHU 3aK0XaJIMCA B Hel, ¥ yci pylun 1o Hel JoZ0My,
11106 3aPOTIOHYBATH CBOI pyKY Ta ceplle, 32 BUHATKOM NaHa JlapJiiHra,
SIKUW y3B TaKCi ¥ yciX BUNepeauB i TAKUM YMHOM CTaB ii 06paHIeM.
Bin oTpuMaB BiJ| Hei Bce, KpiM BHYTPIIIHbOI KOPOOOYKH i 3aMOBIT-
HOTO TIOI/TYHKY. BiH Tak i He Zii3HaBCsA MPO 1110 KOPOBOUKY, a 3 YaCOM
BiIMOBHUBCS Bifi cipo6u ZiicTaTucs U 70 MOLIYHKY. BeHzi mymanta,
110 Horo Mir 6u oTpumaTH HamoJieoH, asie s1 MOXY YSBUTH, SIK BiH
HaMaraeThcs, a MOTIM ClaJaxyoTh NPUCTPACTI Ta IPIOKAOTh ABEDI.

[Tan [lapuinr BuxBaJsisBcd nepen BeHpi, mjo il MaTu He TiJIbKU
KoXaJla Moro, ajie i moBakasia. BiH 6yB 0lHUM i3 THX €KCIEPTiB, XTO
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know about stocks and shares. Of course no one really knows,
but he quite seemed to know, and he often said stocks were
up and shares were down in a way that would have made any
woman respect him.

Mrs. Darling was married in white, and at first she kept
the books perfectly, almost gleefully, as if it were a game, not so
much as a Brussels sprout was missing; but by and by whole cau-
liflowers dropped out, and instead of them there were pictures
of babies without faces. She drew them when she should have
been totting up. They were Mrs. Darling’s guesses.

Wendy came first, then John, then Michael.

For a week or two after Wendy came it was doubtful whether
they would be able to keep her, as she was another mouth to
feed. Mr. Darling was frightfully proud of her, but he was very
honourable, and he sat on the edge of Mrs. Darling’s bed, hold-
ing her hand and calculating expenses, while she looked at him
imploringly. She wanted to risk it, come what might, but that was
not his way; his way was with a pencil and a piece of paper, and
if she confused him with suggestions he had to begin at the be-
ginning again.

“Now don’t interrupt,” he would beg of her.

“I have one pound seventeen here, and two and six at the of-
fice; I can cut off my coffee at the office, say ten shillings, making
two nine and six, with your eighteen and three makes three nine
seven, with five naught naught in my cheque-book makes eight
nine seven—who is that moving?—eight nine seven, dot and
carry seven—don’t speak, my own—and the pound you lent to
that man who came to the door—quiet, child—dot and carry
child—there, you've done it!—did I say nine nine seven? yes,
[ said nine nine seven; the question is, can we try it for a year on
nine nine seven?”

“Of course we can, George,” she cried. But she was prejudiced
in Wendy’s favour, and he was really the grander character of
the two.

“Remember mumps,” he warned her almost threateningly, and
off he went again. “Mumps one pound, that is what [ have put
down, but I daresay it will be more like thirty shillings—don’t
speak—measles one five, German measles half a guinea, makes
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3Ha€ Bce Mpo Gipxi U akiil. 3BiCHO, HIXTO I[LOTO /10 MYTTs HE 3HAE,
aJie 40JI0BiK 3HaB Gisiblle 3a iHIIKK, TOMY 4acTO MOBiAOMJIAB, 1[0
aKIii MiHAIUCS YU BIIAJIH, 3 TAKUM BUIVISZOM, 110 OY/1b-sKa XKiHKa
cTasa 6 Horo MOBaXKATH.

[lani [lap/iiHr BuxoAua 3aMixk ycs B 6110My, BOHa 1€ IKUICh
Yac 3axOIJIIBaJiacd MaJIlDBaHHAM KBITIB, JyKe TIlIWJIacad THM,
Haue Ie 6yJ1a skach rpa. Ta 4acoM il ne Habpuas0, KBITH THHYIY,
a 3aMicTb HUX 3'ABJISJIMCA MAJIIOHKU JiTel 6e3 06,114, BoHa maitio-
Basia ix, KoJid 3p0o3yMiJa, mo Tpeba pyxaTucsa gani. JliTu cnodatky
3’sBUJIKCA B ysiBi naHi JlapsiHr.

[lepuoto Hapoauacs Benpi, motim 6yB /[»oH, a mic/ist Hboro —
UEV

Uepe3 TUx/IeHb YU JiBa Micis Toro, ik Benji 3'aBusiacsa Ha
CBIT, 6aTbKHU [JOBr0 CyMHiBaJ/IKCS, YU 3MOXKYTh BOHHU ii 3a/IMILIUTH,
aJpKe J0BeJleThbCA rOyBaTH Lie oguH poT. [laH JapJ/iHr cTpaues-
HO PajiiB, ajie BiH OYB Aye cepHO3HUMH, CiB Ha KPA€YOK JiXKKa
naHi JlapJiHr, y34B ii 3a pyKy i NoJIiYMB BUTpaTH, B TOW Yac fK
BOHA 6JlarajibHO JAMBHUJIACS HAa HbOTO. BOHA XOTijJa pU3HMKHYTH:
xakl Oyne, 10 Oyze, ajie Bif CBOro He BiACTynuThcsA. HaToMicThb
40JI0BiK 036poiBCcs 0J1iBIEM Ta apKylieM Hamepy, i sKIo BOHa
IJIyTaja Aoro CBOIMM 3ayBa)KeHHSIMH, TO JJOBOAUJIOCS NOYUHATH
BCe 3HOBY.

— He nepe6uBaii, — 6/1araB BiH ii. — Y MeHe B KuleHi € GyHT
i ciMHaUATH MEHCIB, a lie ABa mwicTaecAaT B odici. 1 MoKy He nuTH
KaBy Ha po6OTi, 1je 32013 UTh JIeCATh UIUIIHTIB /0 ABOX i /IEB'STH,
i mecTy, 3 BaIMMHU BiCiMHaALATHMA i TpbOMa 1ie O6y/ie TPUCTA JeB’s-
HOCTO CiM, I'SITh i3 HYJIbOBUM 3aJIMLIKOM Y MOIM YeKOBil KHMXKII
CTAaHOBUTHMe BiCIMCOT JIeB’THOCTO CiM... XTO TaM GemkeTtye? Bicim-
COT JIEB’SIHOCTO CiM, Kpanka i goaatu cim... Hivoro He kaxu! Ta me
GYHT TH MO3WYMIIa TOMY Y0JIOBIKOBI, IKUH NPUXOJUB A0 HAC... THXO,
Masieya... Kpanka... i 3aBecTu JUTHHY, a/le TH Bxke Lie 3po6ua! f cka-
3aB JIeB’aTcoT JeB’saHocTo ciM? Tak, g1 cka3aB JIeB ITCOT JIeB THOCTO
ciM. [luTaHHA JMLIe B TOMY, Y4 3MOKEMO MU NTPOXKUTH Ha 1€B’ATCOT
JIeB’STHOCTO CiM QYHTIB Ha pik?

— lle i gk 3moxeMo, /bxopaxe, — 3aneBHUIIA APYKHAHA Y0-
JoBika. bo BoHa Gysa Ha 6011i BeH/ii, sika Gysia BaXK/IMBIIIO0 32 HUX
060X.

— He 3a6yBaii npo CBUHKY, — MoIepeinB BiH Maii»Ke 3arpo3Jiu-
BO i 3HOBY Mo4aB JIiYUTH. — Ha CBUHKY — QYHT, 1Lie Te, 1110 5 BiZiKJIaB,
aJle BBaXalo, 1110 Ha Lie BAACTbCA BUTPATUTH TPUALATD IIUJIIHTIB.
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