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THE ARROW OF HEAVEN

It is to be feared that about a hundred detective stories have
begun with the discovery that an American millionaire has been
murdered; an event which is, for some reason, treated as a sort
of calamity. This story, I am happy to say, has to begin with a mur-
dered millionaire; in one sense, indeed, it has to begin with three
murdered millionaires, which some may regard as an embarras
de richesse. But it was chiefly this coincidence or continuity of
criminal policy that took the whole affair out of the ordinary run
of criminal cases and made it the extraordinary problem that
it was.

It was very generally said that they had all fallen victims to
some vendetta or curse attaching to the possession of a relic of
great value both intrinsically and historically: a sort of chalice
inlaid with precious stones and commonly called the Coptic Cup.
Its origin was obscure, but its use was conjectured to be religious;
and some attributed the fate that followed its possessors to the
fanaticism of some Oriental Christian horrified at its passing
through such materialistic hands. But the mysterious slayer,
whether or no he was such a fanatic, was already a figure of lurid
and sensational interest in the world of journalism and gossip.
The nameless being was provided with a name, or a nickname.
But it is only with the story of the third victim that we are now
concerned; for it was only in this case that a certain Father Brown,
who is the subject of these sketches, had an opportunity of making
his presence felt.



CTPUIA HEBECHA

B 010C4, 1110 He MEHIIe CTa IeTeKTUBHMX iCTOPiil IMo4nHa-
I0TBCS 3 TOTO, 1IJO XTOCh BUABMB TPYII YOMTOrO aMepPUKaHCHKOTO
MinbitoHepa, — 06CTaBMHA, Bifl IKOI YOMYCb BCi IOYMHAIOTh Heli-
MOBipHO xBumoBarucs. lllacnmusuit, go peui, moBifomMuTH, MO i
Hallla iCTOPis MOYMHAETDCSA 3 YOMTOrO Mi/IbIIOHEPa, a AKIIO CKa3a-
T TOYHiIIIe, 3 II/INX TPBOX, Ki HABiTh MOYKHA IIOpaxyBaTy embarras
de richesse’. Are came 1jeit 36ir 4n, MOXXe, CTaiCTb Y BUOOPi 06’€KTa
i BMOKpeMuIu cripaBy 3 psfy 6aHa/IbHUX KapHMX BUIIAJKIB, Iiepe-
TBOPMBIIN B IIPO0/IEMY HaI3BIYAITHOI CK/IATHOCTI.

He Brarounch y mogpoO6uili, 9yTKM CTBEpKyBany, 1o Bci
TPOE CTa/NN >XePTBaMI NPOK/ATTA, IO TKi€ HaJl BIACHUKaMU
AIKOICh KOLITOBHOI iCTOPMYHOI PeliKBii, IiHHICTD AKO1 6y}1a, BTiM,
He TiIbKY icropmyHo0. PenikBis 14 6yna 4MMOCh Ha KIITa/IT
MPMKpPAIIEHOrO0 KOIUTOBHMM KaMiHHAM Ke/lNXa, BilOMOro Mif
Ha3BOI «KOIITCbKa Yaia». HiXTo He 3HaB, AK BOHA ONMHUIACAH B
AMepulyi, asie BBaXXanocs, 110 paHillle BOHa Hajexxasna Jo Lep-
KOBHOTO Ha4MHHA.

JexTo mpunucysas oo ii BlacHUKIB paHaTU3My KOTPOTOCh
CXiZTHOTO XPUCTUAHNHA, IPUTHIYE€HOTO TUM, 1110 CBAIIEHHA Yallla
HOoTpanmia B Taki MatepiamicTnasi pyku. [Ipo TaemH140ro BOuB-
1110, KOTPUI1, MOXX/IMBO, 30BCiM He OyB (aHATUKOM, MIMPUIOCT
YJIMaJIO YyTOK i 4aCTO MMCA/IN YACOIVCH.

besimMeHHe 11e cTBOpiHHA HabyII0 iM A1, TOYHiIIIe MPi3BUCHKO.
BTim, M1 TOYHEMO pO3IOBi/ib INIIIE 3 TPETHOTO BOMBCTBA, M03a-

! 3aitBa poskiu (ppary.).



When Father Brown first stepped off an Atlantic liner on to
American soil, he discovered as many other Englishman has
done, that he was a much more important person than he had
ever supposed. His short figure, his short-sighted and undi-
stinguished countenance, his rather rusty-black clerical clothes,
could pass through any crowd in his own country without being
noticed as anything unusual, except perhaps unusually insig-
nificant. But America has a genius for the encouragement of
fame; and his appearance in one or two curious criminal problems,
together with his long association with Flambeau, the ex-criminal
and detective, had consolidated a reputation in America out of
what was little more than a rumour in England. His round face
was blank with surprise when he found himself held up on the
quay by a group of journalists, as by a gang of brigands, who
asked him questions about all the subjects on which he was least
likely to regard himself as an authority, such as the details of
female dress and the criminal statistics of the country that he had
only that moment clapped his eyes on. Perhaps it was the contrast
with the black embattled solidarity of this group that made more
vivid another figure that stood apart from it, equally black against
the burning white daylight of that brilliant place and season, but
entirely solitary; a tall, rather yellow-faced man in great goggles,
who arrested him with a gesture when the journalists had finished
and said: “Excuse me, but maybe you are looking for Captain
Wain.”

Some apology may be made for Father Brown; for he himself
would have been sincerely apologetic. It must be remembered
that he had never seen America before, and more especially that
he had never seen that sort of tortoise-shell spectacles before; for
the fashion at this time had not spread to England. His first
sensation was that of gazing at some goggling sea-monster with
a faint suggestion of a diver’s helmet. Otherwise the man was
exquisitely dressed; and to Brown, in his innocence, the spectacles

6



SIK JIVIILIE TOJ1 Ha ClieHi 3’sAIBUBCs Takuit cobi marep bpayH, repoit
LIMX HapUCIB.

3ifimoBum 3 maay6u aTIaHTUYHOTO JIaifHepa i CTYNMBIIN Ha
aMEepPUKAHCbKY 3eMJII0, CBALEHUK, K i 6araro aHIIiNLiB, KOTpi
npubkmxamm B lltaTy, 3 MOgMBOM BUABUB, 1110 BiH — 3HaMe-
HUTICTb. VIOTO HU3BKOPOCITY TOCTaTh, 10TO Ma/IONPUMITHE KOPOT-
K030pe 00/ 4, 10ro Bobpside MOPYAiNy CyTaHy Ha 6aTbKiBIIMHI
HiXTO 0 He Ha3BaB He3BMYATHIM, Xi0a 1110 He Ha/ITO NepeciuHNMIL.
Ase B AMepulii BMIiIoTb CTBOPUTH JIFOAVHI C/IaBy: Y4acThb IaTepa
bpayna B po3miyTyBaHHi ABOX-TPbOX IiKaBMX KapHUX CIIpaB i
JIOTO CTapOBMHHE 3HAJIOMCTBO 3 €KC-3/I0YMHIEM 1 HUILITOPKOIO
®ram60 cTBOPWIN 1OMY B AMEpUILi ITOIMYAPHICTD, B TOM Jac AK
B AHIVI PO HBOTO /IMIIE IPOCTO JIEXTO YyB. 3 MOAVBOM IOITIA/IaB
BiH Ha penopTepiB, KOTpi, Haue AKicb PO36iiIHMKY, HallaIM Ha
HbBOTO 3yCibid y>Ke B IIOPTY i CTa/u MUTATHCA JIOMY IIPO pedi, B
AKNX BiH HIfAIK He MITI BB)KaTVCA aBTOPUTETOM, HAIIPUKIIAL, IIPO
JKIHOYY MOZY i IIPO CTATUCTUKY 37I04MHIB Y KpaiHi, ie BiH 1ie i
Ki/lIbKa KpOKiB He 3p061B. MOXX/IMBO, 32 KOHTPACTOM i3 YOPHUM
KOJIOM PENOpPTEPIB, 110 LI/IbHO 3IMKHY/IOCA HaBKOJIO HbOTO, I1a-
TepoBi bpayny KnHymacs B Bidi MOCTaTh, 0 CTOA/IA TPOXM Bif-
JaJiK, sIKa TaKOXX BUJIANACA CBOEI YOPHOTOI HA OLIATHIM, OC-
BIiT/IEHiil SICKpaBMM JIiTHIM COHIIEM HabepeXXHiil, ajse TpuMaacs
OCTOpOHbB. Bucokuit, i3 KOBTYBaTVM OO/INYYAM YOTOBIK Y BETIMKIX
IVBOBIJDKHMX OKY/Apax. JloueKaBIINCh, KON PEeNOpTePU BifiITyc-
TN CBAIIEHNKA, BiH KeCTOM 3yTIVMHMB JIOTO i CKa3aB:

— Japyiite, e He B LIIyKaeTe KamiTaHa BeriHa?

[Tatep BpayH 3aciyroByBaB eBHOTO BuOa4eHH, TUM OiIblire
110 JI caM BiH TOCTPO BiffuyBaB CBOIO IIPOBMHY. 3rafiaiiMo, 110 BiH
BIeplIe o6aynB AMEpUKY, TOIOBHE )X — yIIeplie 6auyus Taki
OKy/ApHM, 60 MOfia Ha OKY/IAPM B MacUBHIll YepeIaxoBiii ompasi
Ile He Aifinuia 7o AHIIIL. Y mepmmii MOMEHT Y HbOTO BUHMUKIIO
Bi/[4yTTs, HiIOY BiH AMBUTHCA Ha OKAaTe MOPChKe YYAOBYUCHKO, UM
roJI0Ba YXMOCH Harajly€ BOJOMA3HNUII NI0/IOM. 3arajaoM Ke He-
3HaltoMelb OyB OIATHEHMUII YellypUCTO, i IPOCTORYIIHMII TiCTh
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seemed the queerest disfigurement for a dandy. It was asifa dandy
had adorned himself with a wooden leg as an extra touch of
elegance. The question also embarrassed him. An American
aviator of the name of Wain, a friend of some friends of his own
in France, was indeed one of a long list of people he had some
hope of seeing during his American visit; but he had never ex-
pected to hear of him so soon.

“I beg your pardon,” he said doubtfully, “are you Captain
Wain? Do you—do you know him?”

“Well, I'm pretty confident I'm not Captain Wain,” said the
man in goggles, with a face of wood. “I was pretty clear about that
when I saw him waiting for you over there in the car. But the
other question’s a bit more problematical. I reckon I know Wain
and his uncle, and old man Merton, too. I know old man Merton,
but old man Merton don’t know me. And he thinks he has the
advantage, and I think I have the advantage. See?”

Father Brown did not quite see. He blinked at the glittering
seascape and the pinnacles of the city, and then at the man in
goggles. It was not only the masking of the man’s eyes that pro-
duced the impression of something impenetrable. Something in
his yellow face was almost Asiatic, even Chinese; and his con-
versation seemed to consist of stratified layers of irony. He was
a type to be found here and there in that hearty and sociable
population; he was the inscrutable American.

“My name’s Drage,” he said, “Norman Drage, and I'm an
American citizen, which explains everything. At least I imagine
your friend Wain would like to explain the rest; so we'll postpone
The Fourth of July till another date”

Father Brown was dragged in a somewhat dazed condition
towards a car at some little distance, in which a young man with
tufts of untidy yellow hair and a rather harassed and haggard
expression, hailed him from afar, and presented himself as Peter
Wain. Before he knew where he was he was stowed in the car and
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3IMBYBABCA, K Mil' TaKNI1 KPaCYHYUK CIIOTBOPUTY cebe TaKIMU
OesrysguMu Bemde3HuMu okyssipamu. Le 6y7o Bce ofHO, sIKOU
SIKMIACH ieH I /s O1/IbIIO] eleraHTHOCTI TPUTBUHTUB CO0i iepe-
B’SIHY HOTY. 3arHajio JI0To B ITTyXWil KYT i 3aIIpOIIOHOBaHe He-
3HAJIOMIIeM 3allMTaHHA. Y JOBTOMY CINCKY OCi0, KOTpUX marep
BpayH cnopiBaBcs mobaunty B AMepulli, i cripaBji 3HAYMBCA
SKUIICH BeiiH, aMepyKaHChKIIT aBiaTop, OiMH i3 Apy3iB pnbyb-
114, KOTpi »KuByThb y OpaHilii, ajie BiH HiAK He O4YiKyBaB, 1O L€l
BeiiH sycTpiHeThCA IOMY @K TaK CKOPO.

— IIpomry BubGayeHHs, — CKa3aB BiH HEBIEBHEHO, — TO Lie
BM — KamitaH Beltn? Yn... Bu iforo 3Haere?

— Illo A He KamiTaH BeliH — MOXY CTBEPIKyBaTU JOCUTD
CMi/IMBO, — HE3BOPYIIHO BiTYKHYBCA YOJTOBIK B OKY/IApaX. —
Sl Maiibke He CyMHiBaBCs B LIbOMY, KOJIY 3a/IMIIIaB J10T0 B aBTOMO-
6ini, fe BiH 3apas uekae. Ha Baiue gpyre sanuTaHHs BifnoBicTu
ckmagHine. Beaxkaro, 1o A 3Haro BeliHa, 1ioro gApedka i, Kpim
TOro, craporo MeptoHa. I craporo MepToHa 3Hato, ajie cTapuit
MepToH He 3Ha€ MeHe. BiH 6a4nThb y 1[bOMY CBOIO IlepeBary, 5 X
BBa)Kalo, 1110 IlepeBara 3a MHO0. TsAMuTe, 1110 A Malo Ha yBasi?

[Tatep bpayH He 30BciM 36arnyB jioro. Bin momopras, IIAHyB
Ha O/IMCKY4Yy I7Iafib MOPSI, Ha BEPXiBKM XMapO4OCiB, a IIOTiM Ie-
PeBiB IOITIAJ, HAa HE3HATOMIA.

Hi, He TinbKM TOMY, 110 BiH XOBaB 04i 32 OKy/IApaMu, e
4 JIOTO BUITIALAJIO HACTIIbKY HENPOHMKHMM. byno B npomy
KOBTOMY OO/IIYYi IIJOCH a3iiicbKe, HaBiTh MOHIOIbCbKE, CEHC J10TO
IIPOMOB, 3[]aBaJIOCs, HAI[yX0 OyB IPUXOBAHUII 32 CYLI/TbBHUMU
iactamy ipoHii. Cepes TOBapUChKUX i JOOPO3UYWIVBYX KUTEIIB
i€l KpalHy pas o pas 3yCTpi9aeThbCA TaKNIl iHIWBi — HEINpo-
HUKHNI aMepuKaHelb.

— Moe iM’s [lpeiimk, — ckasas BiH, — Hopman Jlpeitmx, it
s aMEPUKAHCbKIII TPOMAJISHNH, 110 BCe MOACHIOE. IIpuHaiiMHui
iHIIe, 51 cTIOfiBatOCA, MOSICHUTD Mill ToBapui Berin. A YersepTe
yunHsA' Oyye iHIIMM CBATKYBaHHSM.

! Yemeepme nunus — JJeHb He3aIeKHOCTI AMEPUKL.
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