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PART I

1
THE TRAIL OF THE MEAT

D ark spruce forest frowned on either side the frozen
waterway. The trees had been stripped by a recent wind of
their white covering of frost, and they seemed to lean towards
each other, black and ominous, in the fading light. A vast si-
lence reigned over the land. The land itself was a desolation,
lifeless, without movement, so lone and cold that the spirit
of it was not even that of sadness. There was a hint in it of
laughter, but of a laughter more terrible than any sadness —
a laughter that was mirthless as the smile of the sphing,
a laughter cold as the frost and partaking of the grimness of
infallibility. It was the masterful and incommunicable wisdom
of eternity laughing at the futility of life and the effort of life.
It was the Wild, the savage, frozen-hearted Northland Wild.

But there was life, abroad in the land and defiant. Down
the frozen waterway toiled a string of wolfish dogs. Their bris-
tly fur was rimed with frost. Their breath froze in the air as
it left their mouths, spouting forth in spumes of vapour that
settled upon the hair of their bodies and formed into crystals
of frost. Leather harness was on the dogs, and leather traces
attached them to a sled which dragged along behind. The sled
was without runners. It was made of stout birch-bark, and
its full surface rested on the snow. The front end of the sled
was turned up, like a scroll, in order to force down and un-
der the bore of soft snow that surged like a wave before it.
On the sled, securely lashed, was a long and narrow oblong
box. There were other things on the sled-blankets, an axe, and
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YACTHHA IEPIIA

1
CJIIZI0OM 3A TTOXKUBOIO

l_[o o6uJBa OG0KHM BKPUTOI KPUTOI PiYKH CTOSIB,
HAaCyNUBLINCb, TEMHUHA COCHOBUH 6ip. BiTep mo3spubas
3 JepeB ixHe b6isle, BUTKaHe 3 iHel0 BOpaHHs, i BOHU CXU-
JIUJIUCS OZHE 10 OJHOTO, YOPHI i 3JI0BiCHI B MpUMepKJIO-
My CBiTii cyTiHkiB. HaBKoJio maHyBasia rJiub6oka THIIA.
lle 6yB MyCTUHHUU KpaH, 6e3 pyxy, 6e3 >KUTTs, TaKUU
CaMOTHIN 1 XOJ04HWM, 110 HaBiTH CYMOM He BIifJIO BiJ
HbOoro. Tam BYyBaBCA MPUXOBAaHUW CMIX, CTpAIIHIIIMMI 3a
BCSIKMH CYM, HEBeCeJIMH, sIK ycMillKa chiHKca, XOJI04HUH,
sIK MOpPO3, i })KOPCTOKHUH, SIK HeMUHY4icTb. TO HEBUMOBHaA
MyZpicTb BIiKIiB cMifilacs 3 MAapHOCTI KUTTS U XKUTTEBOI
6opoTb6u. To Gysia mycTess, JUKA KpWKaHa MNiBHiYHA
yCTeJd.

[ Bce 3 TaM >KeBpijio 3aHeceHe 3 iHIIOTO0 CBITY XUTTA
Y KuZaso i BUKJIUK. [1o 3aMep3.1ii pivli TAraacsa ynpskka
i3/10BHX, CXO’HX HA BOBKIB co6akK. [XHA meTHHsACTa epcThb
6y/1a BKpUTa iHieM. 3 iXHiX naiek kjay604uBcs map i, 3a-
Mep3alyiu B NOBITpi, 0CijlaB HAa HUX JIbOJOBUMH KpU:Ka-
HUMM KpHCTaJMKaMU. YIIpsK Ha cobakax 6yJsia 3 peMeHIo,
i peMiHHI K TOCTOPOHKHU Oy/IM MPUKPIIJIEH] 10 CaHEeH, 1110
BoJIOKJIMCS mo3ajy. CaHu 6ynu 6e3 moJio3iB. 3pobJeHi
3 TOBCTOI 6epe30BOi KOPH, BOHU BCIM CIIOZOM JieXKaJu Ha
cHiry. [lepeiok caHel 3arMHaBCsl Ha3a[, 106 Jieriie 6yJ10
BiikMaaTH xBUJi M'sikoro cHiry. Ha caHsix cTosijia MiLHO
NpUB’si3aHa By3bKa JlOBracta CKpuHs. TaMm Jiexasnu e
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a coffee-pot and frying-pan; but prominent, occupying most
of the space, was the long and narrow oblong box.

In advance of the dogs, on wide snowshoes, toiled a man.
At the rear of the sled toiled a second man. On the sled, in
the box, lay a third man whose toil was over, — a man whom
the Wild had conquered and beaten down until he would nev-
er move nor struggle again. It is not the way of the Wild to like
movement. Life is an offence to it, for life is movement; and
the Wild aims always to destroy movement. It freezes the wa-
ter to prevent it running to the sea; it drives the sap out of
the trees till they are frozen to their mighty hearts; and most
ferociously and terribly of all does the Wild harry and crush
into submission man — man who is the most restless of life,
ever in revolt against the dictum that all movement must in
the end come to the cessation of movement.

But at front and rear, unawed and indomitable, toiled
the two men who were not yet dead. Their bodies were cov-
ered with fur and soft-tanned leather. Eyelashes and cheeks
and lips were so coated with the crystals from their frozen
breath that their faces were not discernible. This gave them
the seeming of ghostly masques, undertakers in a spectral
world at the funeral of some ghost. But under it all they were
men, penetrating the land of desolation and mockery and si-
lence, puny adventurers bent on colossal adventure, pitting
themselves against the might of a world as remote and alien
and pulseless as the abysses of space.

They travelled on without speech, saving their breath
for the work of their bodies. On every side was the silence,
pressing upon them with a tangible presence. It affected their
minds as the many atmospheres of deep water affect the body
of the diver. It crushed them with the weight of unending vast-
ness and unalterable decree.

It crushed them into the remotest recesses of their own
minds, pressing out of them, like juices from the grape, all
the false ardours and exaltations and undue self-values of
the human soul, until they perceived themselves finite and
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JedKi pedi — yKpUBaJia, COKUPA, KABHUK 1 CKOBOPOJa, aJse
HacaMmIlepe/ BlaJajla B OKO CKpUHS.

[lonepeny cobak Ha INMPOKUX JIMXKAX IPOOGHBaJIa JOPOTY
JIIOJIMHA. 3a CAaHbMH MILLJIA pyTa JIIOAMHA. A Ha CaHAX, Y CKpU-
Hi, JiexKaJia TPEeTs JIIOJINHA, 1110 CKiHYMJIa CBil iax. [lycrens
nepemora ii i 3Basinsia. BoHa He Morvia Bxke 6iJiblile Hi pyxa-
THcs, Hi 3MaraTucs. [lyctesnst He TepnuTh pyxy. 2KuTTs o6pa-
Kae ii, 60 XKUTTS — Lie pyX. A ycTeJisl 3aBK /A1 HaMaraeTbcs
3HUIIUTH pyX. BoHa o6epTae B jif BoAy, 1106 Ta He TeKJa
B MOpe, BUCMOKTYE CiK 3 epeB, 3aMOPOXKYHYH IX 0 caMoi
CepLIEBUHMU; aJle HAMKOPCTOKillle i HalicTpalliHillle BOHA Ka-
TYE i THOOUTH HEMOKIPHY JIIOJMHY — JIIOZIMHY, 1110 HaW6iIbie
3 yCiX iCTOT OYSI€ }KUTTSAM i CHOKOHBIKY OYHTY€E IPOTH 3a-
KOHY, 32 IKUM YCAKUH PyX 3peIlTOX MYCUTb IPUIUHUTHCH.

[IpoTe nmonepey ¥ no3ajly caHe, 6e3cTpailHi i HeBra-
MOBHI, MpoGUBaIUCA Jaji Kpi3b CHIr ABOE JIIOAEH, 1110 JIU-
IIMJIACS KUTH. BOHU 6y/1M 3aropHyTi B XyTpa i M'sIKi BU4H-
HeHi WIKypH. Bii, [oKHK ! Ty6H B HUX Y35JIUCS TAKOIO I'YCTOIO
HaMOPO3310 BiJ| AUXaHHS, 1110 06JIUY IXHIX HEe MOXKHA OYJI0
1 po3riefiTyu. BoHr HaraZyBaju NpMMapHUX IpobapiB Ha
MOXOPOHI SIKOTOCh JiyXa. A BTiM, 1ie 6y/1 KUBi JI10H, SKi
3alllJIM B Kpall caMOTH, 3HYL[aHHA ¥ THUIL, HeIOCBiAY€eHi
LIyKadi acT4, 10 CMIJIMBO BUPYLIWJIUA Y BEJUKI MaHJPH,
AKWAM 3aMaHyJI0CAd 103MaraTUcsd 3 HeBiZJOMUM MOTYTHIM
CBITOM, TaKUM JIaJIEKUM, Uy>KUM | 6e31yIIHUM, sIK 6e30/ HSl.

BoHu M1/ MOBYKH, 30CepeXKYIOUH BCi cU/IM Ha pi3ny-
Hil Hanpy3i. 3 ycix 60KiB iX oTo4dyBaJia THiTIO4Ya HiMoTa. [14
HiMOTa TUC/a IM Ha ceple, K [IM60Ka BoJia THUCHE Ha Tijo
BoJi0oJ1a3a. BoHa rHo6MIa X CBOEIO HECKiHYEeHHICTIO U He-
MEPEMOXHICTIO.

[IpoHUKa4YX B HAUMIOTAEMHII KyTOYKHU IXHbOI Jy1iIi,
BOHA BUYaBJIIOBaJIa 3BiiTH, 4K BUYABJIOIOTh CiK 3 BUHO-
rpaZly, BCi MapHi NOpYBH 1 3aXOIJIEHHS, BCIO BJACTUBY JII0-
JWHI TOPJUHIO; | MAHAPIBHUKU MOGAYMIIH, 1[0 BOHU KBOJI

7



small, specks and motes, moving with weak cunning and lit-
tle wisdom amidst the play and inter-play of the great blind
elements and forces.

An hour went by, and a second hour. The pale light of
the short sunless day was beginning to fade, when a faint far
cry arose on the still air. It soared upward with a swift rush,
till it reached its topmost note, where it persisted, palpitant
and tense, and then slowly died away. It might have been
a lost soul wailing, had it not been invested with a certain
sad fierceness and hungry eagerness. The front man turned
his head until his eyes met the eyes of the man behind.
And then, across the narrow oblong box, each nodded to
the other.

A second cry arose, piercing the silence with needle-like
shrillness. Both men located the sound. It was to the rear,
somewhere in the snow expanse they had just traversed.
A third and answering cry arose, also to the rear and to the left
of the second cry.

«They’re after us, Bill,» said the man at the front.

His voice sounded hoarse and unreal, and he had spoken
with apparent effort.

«Meat is scarce,» answered his comrade. «I ain’t seen
a rabbit sign for days.»

Thereafter they spoke no more, though their ears were
keen for the hunting-cries that continued to rise behind them.

At the fall of darkness they swung the dogs into a cluster
of spruce trees on the edge of the waterway and made a camp.
The coffin, at the side of the fire, served for seat and table.
The wolf-dogs, clustered on the far side of the fire, snarled
and bickered among themselves, but evinced no inclination
to stray off into the darkness.

«Seems to me, Henry, they’re stayin’ remarkable close to
camp,» Bill commented.

Henry, squatting over the fire and settling the pot of coffee
with a piece of ice, nodded. Nor did he speak till he had taken
his seat on the coffin and begun to eat.
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1 MaJIeHbKi, 1110 BOHH JIKIIIE KPUXITHI OPOIMHKU CBITY, 6€3-
CWJIi ¥ HeMy/ipi cepe/; TPy BeJIMYEe3HUX CJINMUX CUJI | CTUXIH.

MuHnysa roauHa, MUHYyJa U apyra. baige cBiTio kopoTt-
KOI'0 IOXMYpPOTo JHS BXKe 104aJIo IPUracaTH, KOJIM parnToM
y HeIBIXKHOMY NOBITpi IPOJIyHa/I0 HEBUpa3He JjajieKe BUTTS.
BoHO mBU/IKO 3HAJIOCA Bropy, TpeMTsI4e 1 HalpyKeHe, i 1o-
BOJIi 3aBMepJ10. MoxkHa 6yJ10 6 MOAyMaTH, 1110 Iie 301K IK0ICh
3ary6JieHoi Ay, KoJid 6 y HbOMY He OpHHIJIA JII0TA 3J/iCTh
i ronogHa *azf06a. Yos10BiK, 1110 HI11I0B Nonepey, OIJISHYBCS
Hasa/, 1 3ycTpiBcAd o4uMa 3 ToBapulueM. Po3zisieHi By3bKOI0
JIOBracTO0 CKPUHEI, BOHH KUBHYJIA OZIMH OHOMY I'0JIOBOIO.

HeB/10B31 BOHU NOYy/JM BUTTA Y BiANOBIIb MEPIIOMY,
1110, Ha4e TOJIKOI0, IPOHK3aJ/I0 TUILY. JIIOAU NPUCTyXaJaucsH,
3BiJIKM UILIU 1Ii 3ByKW. BOHM JIMHYJM 31 CHiroBOTO MpOCTO-
py Aech no3aay. Oapasy K nouyJiocs i TpeTe BUTTS, 3HOBY
[103aJ, HUX, TIJIbKU TPOXHU JiiBillle.

— bBiste, BOHU KeHYTbCA 3a HAMU, — CKas3aB TOW, 1110
WILOB criepeny.

[os10c y HbOTO OYB XPUINKHUN | IKMHUCh HETPUPOJHHUM.
BuiHo 6yJ10, 1110 BiH TOBOPUTB YEPE3 CUTY.

— lllykawTb MOXKUBH, — BiAMOBIB Apyruil. — f naBHO
BXKe He 0QYMB KOJHOTO0 3as40r0 CIiAy.

BoHY 3HOB 3aMOBKJIY, NUJIBHO IPUCAYXal0YUCh [0 BUT-
TSI CBOIX IlepecJiiyBayiB.

Kosiv 30BciM cTeMHizI0, BOHM 3aBesid CO6AK y COCHU
Kpa# piuku i orabopusncs TaM Ha Hiu. [locTaBsieHa KoJio
BOTHHUIIA TPYyHA MpaBuJa i 3a JIaBKY, i 3a cTis. Cobaku 36u-
JIUCSA LOKYNH TPOXH AaJli BiJj OTHIO, Fap4asiy, TpU3JINCs, ajle
He BUSIBJISIJIM HAUMEHIIOro MOPyXY, {06 yTEKTH B TEMPSBY.

— IlornsAHp, 'eHpi, AK BOHU TYJIATHCA [0 HAC, — MOBHUB
Bisr.

['eHpi, MpUCIBIIX HABMOYINKY, CTABMB Ha BOTOHb KaBHUK
3 rpyZKaMu JiboAy. BiH suiie XUTHYB roJIoBOIO i He POMO-
BUB aHi CJI0Ba, >k NOKW He IPUMOCTUBCS Ha TPYHI U He 10-
4aB ICTH.



